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NOTE: The following ar�cle is reprinted from a 
blog by the Davidson Ins�tute (very lightly 
edited). It's long, but parents are o�en looking 
for a wide variety of ac�vi�es to keep their 
kiddos engaged. Hopefully some of these 
ideas will be helpful for you! GRC has not 
personally ve�ed all content on these links—
always check them out before sharing with 
your child!

We here at the Davidson Ins�tute have put 
together some resources to help gi�ed 
students explore their interests—whatever 
they may be. It may seem like age is an 
obstacle to helping your gi�ed child pursue 
their passion, so this compila�on of 
sugges�ons tries to incorporate sugges�ons 
for a wide age range.  

We invite you to look at our top �ps below. 
These are tried and true strategies we’ve seen 
families in our program use to dig deeper into 
interests. This might be a good place to start, 
or it might be useful as a brainstorming tool if 
you find yourself stuck on the journey of 
talent development. 

Build a Read/Watch/Listen List.

One way to really dig deep into an area of 
interest is to make a list of different books, 
documentaries, TV shows, podcasts, 
magazines, blogs, and other pieces on the 
topic and then work through each of those 
one-by-one. 

For example, let’s say your child is 
interested in astronomy–stars in par�cular. 
The librarian suggests several �tles to 
browse including The Stars: The Defini�ve 
Visual Guide to the Cosmos. You also 
discover that there’s a radio program 
called StarDate and a TV show called 
Cosmos. Your family could decide to listen 
to StarDate each week and make �me to 
watch all the back episodes of Cosmos (or 
pick some favorites), while your child 
works through The Stars (it’s 256 pages so 
it will probably take a li�le bit of �me). You 
could also add in ac�vi�es your child wants 
to do that are inspired by what they’re 
reading and watching. 

Upcoming Dates!
Go ahead and mark your 
calendars for these upcoming 
GRC events:

Family Outing: 
Saturday, Dec. 13 - 1:30 (details 
on p. 2)

Winter Learning Lab:
Saturdays, Feb. 7 - March 14
9:30 - 11:00 and 11:15 - 12:45
Registration open in mid-
December.

Academic Challenge Cup:
Equations: 
   Mon., Feb. 23 - Thurs. Feb. 26 
Creative Convention: 
   Fri., Feb. 27

Summer Academies:
Session 1:  June 8 - 18 (no  
    camp on June 19)
Session 2:  June 22 - July 2 (no
    camp on July 3)
Session 3:  July 6 - 17
Registration open in early 
January.

Top Tips for Exploring Interests & 
Developing Talent in Gifted Kids 

Outside of School

Photo: (top) Summer Crea�ve Wri�ng 
Academy campers on a field trip 

Con�nued on page 4

https://bookshop.org/p/books/the-stars-the-definitive-visual-guide-to-the-cosmos-dk/217d900c902503ea?ean=9781465453402&next=t&next=t&affiliate=89745
https://bookshop.org/p/books/the-stars-the-definitive-visual-guide-to-the-cosmos-dk/217d900c902503ea?ean=9781465453402&next=t&next=t&affiliate=89745
https://stardate.org/
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Mission Moment with the Director
“Excellence in teaching and crea�vity.”

“Knowledgeable, enthusias�c teachers.”

“His teacher absolutely knew how to work 
with his ‘quirks.’”

“The teachers are so inspira�onal! There 
is some kind of magic they possess. All of 
our kids have been enchanted and beg to 
return!”

These comments are from parents who 
responded to GRC’s recent Strategic 
Planning survey. And, to me, they sum up 
GRC’s secret sauce: the teachers. 

Research indicates that teachers 
who have received training in gi�ed 
educa�on are more likely to foster 
higher-level thinking, allow for 
greater student expression, consider 
individual student strengths and 
weaknesses, and provide a variety of 
learning experiences to challenge 
students. This vital exper�se that 
benefits all students is not 
developed merely as a result of one-
hour training sessions; refining 
teacher skills requires high-quality 
professional development, �me, 
materials, and con�nued support.
       -NAGC.org

Most teacher prepara�on courses require 
li�le, if any, specific training surrounding 
gi�ed children. Of course, this makes it 
very challenging for many general 

classroom teachers to 
best meet the needs 
of bright children.

GRC's lead teachers 
all either have their 
gi�ed cer�fica�on or 
significant experience 
teaching gi�ed 
students. I think that's 
why we get comments like the ones 
above from parents. 

I had the pleasure of a�ending two gi�ed 
educa�on conferences this fall—the 
Gi�ed Associa�on of Missouri State 
Conference in Springfield and the 
Na�onal Associa�on for Gi�ed Children in 
Pi�sburgh. In both cases, the sessions 
were filled with teachers who were 
excited to be there, to be learning and to 
be around other gi�ed educators. 

Their enthusiasm was infec�ous as they 
debated which session to a�end next, 
and leaned in to new curriculum and new 
strategies for helping young learners. 

GRC teachers are the same way—they 
always have ideas for new professional 
development, and innova�ve ideas for 
the very best ways to enrich and engage 
our students. A huge thank you to them 
for "the magic they possess" and 
con�nually strive for!
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Social Hike with GRC
Let’s get outside! On Saturday, Dec. 6, let’s meet at 
Lone Elk Park at 1:30 pm and walk the White Bison 
Loop trail (right at 3 miles) You’re almost guaranteed 
to see some elk or deer, and if you drive all the way 
through the park a�er, there’s a good chance you’ll 
see bison as well. Family friendly, so bring everyone 
(but no pets). This will be super casual and just a good excuse to get outside. Event will 
occur unless it’s ac�vely raining or snowing! Specifically, we'll meet at the Visitors' 
Center and go counterclockwise around the loop. Shoot us your name and cell phone 
number if you're interested at lfalk@gi�edresourcecouncil.org! 



“Unlike Other Camps in the Best Way Possible”

Over the past 3 years, I have spent six weeks every summer 
with the Gi�ed Resource Council, and have not regre�ed a 
single second of it. Both working and experiencing the 
camps have been an exci�ng part of my summers and I 
truly get to learn new things alongside the amazing 
children that a�end. 

GRC has created a fantas�c community for gi�ed kids 
where they, rather than being in a classroom with one or 
two other gi�ed students, are surrounded by peers that are 
on the same level that they are, and it brings out the best 
in them. It is unlike other camps in the best way possible.

I began working with GRC the summer before my senior 
year of high school, and it jumpstarted my desire to work 
with kids. Spending six weeks with the excep�onal students 
that a�end GRC ul�mately was one of the deciding factors 
for me to go into educa�on. 

As a gi�ed kid myself, I love ge�ng to watch kids return to 
GRC to try new camps or enjoy past ones again, and new 
kids coming in and se�ling in as they come out of their 
shells and join the community that con�nues to grow. 

One of my favorite parts of the camp are the assemblies, 
where students can come up in front of the rest of the 
camp and teach their peers things they have learned 
any�me within the two weeks. It allows not only the 
students presen�ng to explain what they have learned to 
other kids, but also allows the rest of the camp to 
learn new informa�on or even get a sneak peek at 
a camp they may choose to a�end the next summer. 

Another part of GRC that I love is the fact that what is 
taught changes every summer. The general camps stay 
similar, but kids can take the same camp several years 
in a row with new and different experiences every 
summer. I think this is one of the best parts of camp!

Students who may really love history can take Ancient 
Academy for three summers in a row and learn about a new 
group of people from history several �mes, which encourages 
them to return each summer to con�nue to learn and grow. 
This can be really helpful for kids that may only want to learn 
about one topic. I’ve watched so many kids get to learn about 
something that actually excites them and it really helps them 
connect with other kids that also are excited to learn.

Every part of GRC encourages kids to look deeper into what 
they are learning about and that is so important for any child, 
not just gi�ed children. I plan to con�nue to par�cipate in 
GRC as an assistant teacher, and maybe eventually a teacher, 
because I love this camp so much. 

All of the teachers and assistants are lovely, and all of the 
students come in excited to learn every day. There has never 
been a day where I genuinely did not want to come 
because it's such a welcoming environment for students and 
teachers alike. I could not imagine spending six weeks of my 
summers anywhere else.

By Piper Ruebling

Piper listening to a Math, Marvels & More 
camper explain his project.  
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Top Tips, cont.
For example, maybe they read Night Sky: A Field Guide to the 
Constella�ons, and then you decide together to start keeping 
a star-gazing journal based on which constella�ons you can 
see from their bedroom window each night. Really, this is 
like crea�ng a li�le class but way be�er because you get to 
decide what to read, what to do, and when your family is 
doing it. In college, this is called crea�ng a syllabus, but you 
don’t have to be a college professor. You can do this 
yourself!  

Not sure where to start? Try these resources! 

What to Read
Books: We know that many profoundly 
gi�ed children are avid readers. Use the 
book lists below to find 
recommenda�ons on what they could 
read next. You might check to see if 
books can be rented through your local 
library for free through a program like Overdrive or Libby, 
and services like Audible can deliver audiobooks to you 
instantly. 

• Hoagies’ Gi�ed Educa�on Page Reading Lists
• Lexile Book Search
• Mensa for Kids Excellence in Reading
• A Mighty Girl
• Scholas�c Book Wizard

There are also many services today that offer a twist on the 
book-of-the-month idea, including Once Upon a Book Club, 
The Book Drop, and Gi�Lit. These might help your reader 
discover new books or read something outside their comfort 
zone. The nice surprise of receiving a package may also 
inspire them to read even more! 

Magazines are another way to get new reading material into 
your house. Here are a few that are popular in the Davidson 
community: 

• Cricket Media publishes several magazines for kids of 
different ages from 6 to 14. 

• Ask is about science, history, inventors, ar�sts, and 
more, all wri�en just for readers ages 6-9. 

• Cobblestone is an American history magazine for 
readers ages 9-14. 

• Cricket is a magazine of fic�on, classic literature, and 
nonfic�on stories on culture, history, science, and 
the arts. Each issue includes a signature cast of 
rambunc�ous bug characters who offer humorous 
commentary on the stories (ages 9-14). 

• Faces takes readers ages 9-14 around the world and 
back to see how children in other countries and world 
regions live. 

• Muse is the science and arts magazine for kids (ages 9-
14) that’s spot on with the facts, but off-kilter with the 
jokes. 

• Spider includes fun stories, poems, ac�vi�es and 
illustra�ons by famous children’s ar�sts (ages 6-9).

• Ember is a journal of poetry, fic�on, and crea�ve 
nonfic�on. Submissions for and by readers aged 10 to 18 
are strongly encouraged. 

• The Girls’ Angle Bulle�n is a bimonthly math magazine 
with interviews, ar�cles, problems, ac�vi�es, art, and 
much more. 

• Na�onal Geographic Kids is published by Na�onal 
Geographic specifically for children. 

• New Moon Girls is wri�en by and for girls ages 8+.

• Polyphony Lit is an interna�onal digital literary journal 
edited and wri�en by teens. 

• Ranger Rick and Zoobooks magazines are published by the 
Na�onal Wildlife Federa�on and focus on learning about 
animals from around the world. 

• Science News Explores is a digital publica�on for students 
that focuses on the latest developments in the scien�fic 
community. 

• Stone Soup has been publishing stories, poems, art, and 
reviews by kids since 1973. 

• Teen Ink offers teens the opportunity to publish their 
crea�ve work and opinions on issues that affect their lives. 

• TIME for Kids covers a variety of topics for readers in 
grades K-6. 

• In addi�on to magazines wri�en for young people, many 
profoundly gi�ed children enjoy magazines wri�en for the 
general public such as Astronomy, Make:, Natural History, 
and Scien�fic American. 

What to Listen To
Podcasts are one easy way to engage children 
in interes�ng topics whenever you need a 
moment. They can also spark good 
conversa�on around the breakfast, lunch, or 
dinner table. 

• Each Book Club for Kids episode gives a different group of 
kids the chance to discuss a young adult book. Each 
episode also features a celebrity reader and an interview 
with the book’s author (ages 9-14). 

• Brains On! is for curious families. Each week, a different 
kid co-host joins Molly Bloom to find answers to 
fascina�ng ques�ons about the world.  The mission is to 
encourage kids’ natural curiosity and wonder using 
science and history. 

https://www.hoagiesgifted.org/reading_lists.htm
https://hub.lexile.com/find-a-book/
https://www.mensaforkids.org/achieve/excellence-in-reading/
https://www.amightygirl.com/books
https://bookwizard.scholastic.com/
https://www.onceuponabookclub.com/
https://thebookdrop.com/
https://www.giftlit.com/
https://shop.cricketmedia.com/
https://emberjournal.org/
https://www.girlsangle.org/page/bulletin.php
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/
https://newmoongirls.com/free-digital-new-moon-girls-magazine/
https://www.polyphonylit.org/
https://rangerrick.org/magazines
https://zoobooks.com/magazines/
https://www.snexplores.org/
https://stonesoup.com/
https://www.teenink.com/magazine
https://www.timeforkids.com/
https://www.astronomy.com/
https://makezine.com/
https://www.naturalhistorymag.com/
https://www.scientificamerican.com/
https://www.bookclubforkids.org/
https://brainson.org/


• BrainStuff seeks to explore–and explain–the everyday 
science in the world around us. 

• The History of the World in 100 Objects podcast is 
hosted by the director of the Bri�sh Museum, Neil 
MacGregor, who narrates 100 programs that retell 
humanity’s history through the objects we have made. 

• Myths and Legends talks about how folklore has 
shaped the world. There are stories of kings, Vikings, 
dragons, wizards, and more! 

• The Past & The Curious shares li�le-known stories from 
history, o�en humorously relayed. 

• Short & Curly is an ethics podcast from Australia. The 
hosts inves�gate dilemmas relevant to kids, like 
whether you have to love your sibling or whether 
Pokemon Go is actually playing you (ages 7-12). 

• Science Friday discusses everything from the outer 
reaches of space to the �niest microbes in our bodies. 
Students can listen to the podcast live on Fridays from 
2:00pm-4:00pm Eastern Time. 

• Stuff You Missed in History Class has some of the 
greatest and strangest stories from the annals of 
history. 

• Tumble is a science podcast that shares the stories 
behind science discovery. It explores how science 
actually works as a process. It’s co-hosted by a science 
journalist and a teacher (ages 6-12). 

What to Watch
YouTube Channels & Educa�onal 
Video Sites: Beyond podcasts, 
educa�onal video sites–
including YouTube channels–can instantly deliver content to 
your children in engaging ways. Below are a few: 

• The Brain Scoop was developed by the Chief Curiosity 
Correspondent at the Field Museum, a natural history 
museum in Chicago. 

• CrashCourse and CrashCourseKids were created by 
John and Hank Green. They offer video courses on a 
variety of topics–from astronomy to U.S. history to 
mythology. 

• The Great Courses Plus offers lectures series on a 
variety of topics, including fine arts, mathema�cs, and 
history. 

• Numberphile is a channel about the many things that 
make numbers and related concepts intriguing. 

• Be Smart explores the scien�fic world, including 
physics, food science, earth science, and more. 

• SciShow and SciShow Kids are channels where students 
can quench their curiosity about science and more. 
There are also two more specialized channels: SciShow 
Space and SciShow Psych. 

• Talks at Google is a channel curated by Google. As they 
say, this is where great minds meet. 

• TED is home to the popular and inspiring TED Talks. 
There’s a talk on almost any topic you could think of. 

• TED-Ed is an interdisciplinary educa�onal website that 
offers video-based lessons organized by age and subject. 

There are also several companies that offer Massive Open 
Online Classes (MOOCs) such as edX and Coursera. 

Order a Subscrip�on Box

These boxes o�en contain everything 
you need to get your student started 
on projects on all different topics. 
Ge�ng a special gi� in the mail can 
also build more excitement around the 
project at hand. The best part? Most 
of these are designed for students to do independently. 

• Bitsbox is a learning system that teaches real coding and 
introduces real computer science concepts (ages 6-12). 

• EEME stands for electrical engineering and mechanical 
engineering; their boxes include ac�vi�es for kids 7+. 

• KiwiCo offers differently themed subscrip�on boxes for 
all ages: 

• Kiwi Crate includes fun and enriching science, 
engineering, and art projects (ages 5-8). 

• Atlas Crate focuses on geography and globally-
inspired projects to help students explore world 
cultures and teach new STEAM concepts (ages 6-11). 

• Doodle Crate includes art supplies and DIY project 
ideas (ages 9-16+). 

• Tinker Crate: Hands-on STEM projects (ages 9-16+) 
• Maker Crate: Art and design tools to grow crea�ve 

and ar�s�c confidence (ages 14-104) 
• Eureka Crate: Science and engineering projects (ages 

14-104) 
• Li�le Passports encourages explora�on of the United 

States and the world through ac�vi�es, readings, and 
souvenirs (ages 3-5, 6-8, and 9+). 

• History Unboxed offers hands-on history lessons from 
around the world (ages 5-9, 10-15, and 16+). 

• Green Kid Cra�s boxes include a wide range of hands-on 
science, engineering, and art projects each month 
focused on a different theme (ages 2-5, 5-10, and 10+) 

• Finders Seekers is an adventure for the whole family. 
Each month, you’ll explore a different place. You solve 
puzzles and unlock clues as you learn about the history 
of the place and explore local tradi�ons. 

• Brick Loot is the subscrip�on box for LEGO lovers. It 
includes several items each month to inspire new LEGO 
crea�ons based on a theme. 

We know that some of these can be expensive. Instead, you 
might consider making your own surprise project box. Check 
out some �ps on how to do so in “How to Make Your Own 
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https://www.iheartpodcastnetwork.com/podcast/BrainStuff-20922291
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00nrtd2/episodes/downloads
https://www.mythpodcast.com/
https://thepastandthecurious.com/
https://www.abc.net.au/listen/programs/shortandcurly
https://www.sciencefriday.com/
https://www.iheartpodcastnetwork.com/podcast/Stuff-You-Missed-in-History-Cl-21124503
https://www.sciencepodcastforkids.com/
https://www.youtube.com/user/thebrainscoop
https://www.youtube.com/user/crashcourse
https://www.youtube.com/user/crashcoursekids
https://www.thegreatcoursesplus.com/shop
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoxcjq-8xIDTYp3uz647V5A
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCH4BNI0-FOK2dMXoFtViWHw
https://www.youtube.com/user/scishow
https://www.youtube.com/user/scishowkids
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrMePiHCWG4Vwqv3t7W9EFg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrMePiHCWG4Vwqv3t7W9EFg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUdettijNYvLAm4AixZv4RA
https://www.youtube.com/user/AtGoogleTalks
https://www.ted.com/
https://ed.ted.com/lessons?content_type=animations&direction=desc&sort=publish-date&user_by_click=student
https://www.edx.org/
https://www.coursera.org/
https://bitsbox.com/
https://www.eeme.co/
https://www.kiwico.com/
https://www.littlepassports.com/
https://historyunboxed.com/
https://www.greenkidcrafts.com/
https://findersseekers.com/
https://www.brickloot.com/
https://blogshewrote.org/adventure-boxes/


Learning Experiences with Adventure Boxes.” If you feel like 
you’re strapped for supplies, think outside of the box: What 
about a box where your children are encouraged to make 
musical instruments out of items from the recycle bin? Or 
what about a box where children have to make funny 
poems by cu�ng out words from an old newspaper or junk 
mail that accumulated over the last week? Or, what about a 
simple envelope with a “secret mission” for the day–maybe 
building a “spy” training obstacle course in the backyard? 

Make a Space
Once your child has the supplies to dive 
into their areas of interest and develop 
their talent, they probably also need a 
place to work on these projects. One of 
the things that can keep us from 
working on a project is having to get 
out everything and then put it all away 
every �me we want to do some work. One way to avoid 
this common snag can be to have your child carve out a 
corner of their room or take over part of an unused space 
in your home, garage, or backyard. If your family works 
from home, consider giving them a workspace of their own 
to dedicate to focusing. 

Now What?
One you have the supplies and space, how can you go 
about developing a larger project?  

Here are some ideas:  

• Look around your local community. Depending on 
where you live, your family likely has access to a public 
library. Librarians’ jobs are to help patrons come up 
with books to read and material to consume on certain 
topics. So, if you were looking to build a read/watch/
listen list, then you could ask your local librarian for 
sugges�ons. Many libraries also have movies to rent or 
magazine subscrip�ons that are included with your 
library card. Your librarian also might know of a local 
business or scien�st in town that may be able to 
answer specific ques�ons that you have. 

• Create a museum. Beyond making a space to work, you 
could also build or dedicate a museum in your house to 
display crea�ons. This could be a simple shelf with 
objects and labels or a gallery in a hallway with framed 
pieces. When we think about museums, we o�en think 

about art galleries, science centers and history 
museums. But there are museums for everything like 
the Na�onal Museum of Mathema�cs and the 
Na�onal Mustard Museum. Even zoos, aquariums, 
arboretums, and botanical gardens are considered 
museums; they just have living collec�ons! 

• Make the most of family trips. If your family is planning 
a trip, consider asking your child for help planning one 
or two ac�vi�es. Perhaps there’s a special place or an 
event that would let them explore their interest on the 
trip. Do they have a favorite author? Perhaps they are 
giving a talk nearby. Are they a budding painter? 
Maybe there is a workshop at an art museum, or a 
tour of public murals given by a local ar�st. Not only is 
this a way to involve them in the trip, but it is also a 
way to prac�ce skills for independence and adulthood. 

• Publish or par�cipate in a compe��on. Does your child 
want to get their work to a wider audience? There are 
several magazines that publish student work. For 
example, Stone Soup publishes work by students ages 
13 and under exclusively; no adults allowed! There are 
also many individual compe��ons that your child could 
enter. For example, if they’re interested in ancient 
civiliza�ons, maybe they could par�cipate in the 
Na�onal Mythology Exam. Check out our list of 
academic compe��ons for gi�ed students. 

• Start a blog or video series. If your child is computer or 
video savvy, they could document all you’re doing and 
learning through a blog or a video series. There is a lot 
to consider when pu�ng informa�on online. If your 
family isn’t too keen on sharing stuff so publicly, they 
could make a private/hidden blog or video series or go 
old school. Perhaps they can build their own books 
(book binding is s�ll a profession!) or make their own 
prin�ng press to publish their ideas. 

• Get crea�ve! The last few thoughts were a lot about 
pu�ng your ideas out there with words. But there are 
lots of ways to turn your dreams into reality. If your 
child is building their own board game, maybe your 
local library or makerspace has a 3D printer they can 
use to create the game pieces.

Permission Statement
This ar�cle is provided as a service of the 
Davidson Ins�tute for Talent Development, a 
501(c)3 nonprofit dedicated to suppor�ng 
profoundly gi�ed young people 18 and under. To learn 
more about the Davidson Ins�tute’s programs, please visit 
www.DavidsonGi�ed.org.

https://blogshewrote.org/adventure-boxes/
http://momath.org
https://mustardmuseum.com/
https://www.etclassics.org/Contests-Exams/Pegasus-Mythology-Exam
https://www.davidsongifted.org/gifted-blog/list-of-academic-competitions-for-gifted-students/
https://www.davidsongifted.org/gifted-blog/list-of-academic-competitions-for-gifted-students/


Photos (from top down): JSSer making a coral 
reef; Enviro-Academy campers exploring on a 
field trip; performance of Twelfth Night; 
Academy Americana campers working on their 
assembly presentation; ECO campers mixing 
up their eco-friendly cleaning products.

(Another) Record Breaking Summer!
What a fun summer we had this year! We added an addi�onal session of Jr. Science 
Searchers (studying weather and the human body), plus Shakespeare Academy! And 
we broke another camp record with a total of 736 registra�ons from 501 campers 
from 58 different zip codes across the area. 

Academy Americana:  Campers took a ride down Route 66, studying decades of the 
20th century, including a great field trip to see the Tuskegee Airmen exhibit at 
Soldiers Memorial, plus they got to check out the ul�mate St. Louis Route 66 stop—
Ted Drewes!  

Animal Academy: Campers dove deep into ocean and aqua�c ecosystems and 
habitat. They explored creek environments, characteris�cs of ocean life and survival 
adapta�ons, and hosted a speaker from the Missouri Aquarium Society. 

Ancient Academy: Our medieval warriors survived the plague, learned ba�le 
techniques, built siege weapons and castles, created stained glass and and medieval 
feasts, including fish waffles! (Editor's note: these taste exactly like their name.) 

Crea�ve Wri�ng Academy: More amazing stories and poetry from our young 
writers! Special treats included ge�ng inspired at the Art Museum, hearing from 
local author Dave Cole, and staff members stopping in to do book talks. 

ECO Academy: Campers took on the challenge of eco-friendly cleaning products with 
a sink scrub and concentrated laundry detergent. They toured a science lab at 
Washington University, and back in the classroom, learned about finance and 
marke�ng. They donated their profits to tornado relief in St. Louis.

Enviro-Academy: Year #2 found Enviro campers studying prairies and pollinators 
with a great field trip out to Litzsinger Ecology Center. They created origami flowers, 
made their own pollinators from scrap and dyed fabric with leaves. They also learned 
about problems pollinators face and simple ways to help.

Jr. Science Searchers: Our newest JSS camp made mini tornadoes and fluffy clouds. 
They created "blood" in a bo�le and cra�ed sample working lungs. In our tradi�onal 
sessions, campers measured dinosaurs and whales; created paper mache dino eggs 
and planets; made their own “fossils;” created spice booklets; built their own 
bromeliads; mapped the layers of the ocean and what animals can be found there. 

Math, Marvels & More: Campers explored probability with hands-on games, 
including crea�ng one of their own. They inves�gated electricity and light. In art, 
they created projects related to light and color.

Novel Engineering: Young engineers tackled problems like crea�ng a floa�ng bridge 
so the princess could avoid the troll, making a habitat for a porcupine and the 
cardbox box challenge! The amount of cardboard and tape used was astounding!

Shakespeare Academy: This brand new camp tackled Shakespearean language, 
stagecra�, and costuming plus managed to produce Twel�h Night in just two short 
weeks of work!

Space Academy: Campers explored missions to space in one session and living/
working in space in the other. Several classes did assembly presenta�ons on topics 
like exoplanets and animals in space. Building and coding robots and cra�ing and 
launching model rockets were also hits.

Stop Mo�on Anima�on: Young animators learned to create movies using stop 
mo�on techniques, including incorpora�ng green screens and special effects.



Thank You to our Donors
Our sincerest thanks to the following individuals, corpora�ons and founda�ons who made financial contribu�ons 
to Gi�ed Resource Council from November 2024 through October 2025. We apologize for any inadvertent omissions or 
misspellings. Please let us know of any mistakes.

WISE PHILANTHROPIST
($1,000+)
Anonymous
Kevin Powell
Sco� and Mary Santen 
Steve Trampe and Jenny Gupta 

BRILLIANT BENEFACTOR
($500 - $999)
Sue and Wayne Flesch 
Julia and Dan Maranan 
Dr. Agnes Meyo and Dr. Frank 
   Catanzaro 
Steve and Pam Murphy 

TALENTED PATRON
($250 - $499)
Marla and Greg Dell 
Laura and Christopher Falk 
Neal Harris Harwood
John Huang and Angelina Zhang 
Susan and Roger Jesse 
Lori and Steve Krekeler 
Terri Nowell and Steve Jansen 
Kathy Surra�-States and Clifford 
   States 

SHARP SPONSOR
($150 - $249)
Carol and Rick Feiner 
Joanna Green 
Sandy Kalin 
David Landau and Mary Beth Pereira 
Drs. Dan and Susan Luedke 
Aamna Anwer and Erbab Majeed 
Leslie and Gerald Popelka 
Clare Ridley and Yiingy Lin 
Audrey and Ma�hew Scherrer 
Linda and Richard Smith 
Ireen and Todd Smithers
Elizabeth Wilson 

INTELLIGENT FRIEND
($100 - $149)
Kelly Ainsworth and Gian Zazzaro
Farrah and Ali Dalal 
Adriene Dempsey 
Erin King Eisenberg and David 
   Eisenberg

Joseph and Sarah Evans 
Karishma and Tyler Fraum 
Jessica and Tom Gershman 
Larry and Peggy Harris
Denise and Ryan Heinz 
Karissa and James Keller
Jessie and Tim Kendrick 
Karen Moody 
Dennis and Alise O'Brien 
Kinit Patel 
William Piper 
Rachel and Michael Swiston 
Elizabeth Wilson

GIFTED MEMBER ($60 - $99)
Katherine and Kyle Adams
Kunal Agrawal and Paul Wa�  
Lindsey and Nick Alt 
Devon Anderson 
Tracey and Michael Avidan 
Satarupa and Parikshit Bagchi 
Jennifer and Tim Baker 
Siman� Banerjee 
Megan Barr 
Reagan Branham and Greg Jonsson 
Kelly Buckley 
Josh and Laura Chaise
Alyssa Cho and Eli Isele 
Mimi Chubb and Chris Douthi�
Mary Carmen Cisneros & Omar 
   Espinosa 
Katherine and Andrew Cli�on 
Nicole Conner 
Marc Connor
Shirine Dada and Fouad Boulos  
Chris�ne and Travis Dearmont  
Marie and Marc Friedman 
Shannon Giblin 
Limor Golan and George-Levi Gayle 
Kris� and Andrew Gordon  
Christopher Hauf and Thu Thuy 
   Pham 
Rich Heuermann and Kathie Price 
Jacqueline Hodge 
Leah Hofferkamp and Howard 
   Gotschall

Stacey and William Hoffman 
Amanda and James Holman
Molly and John Hulsen
Claire and Daniel Hu� 
Sara and Andy Karcher 
Jennifer Kieffer and Adam Young 
Kendra and Ma� Kra� 
Alison and Kevin Lawson 
Jacqueline Le 
Cathy Lee 
Kathryn Leonard and William 
   O'Boynick 
Traci and Steve Lichtenberg 
Lauryn Maciekowicz
Cris�na and Chris Malone 
Tyler and Monica Meyr 
Heidi Morris-Mosbacher and James 
   Mosbacher 
Emily and Tracey Morrissey  
Chad and Kristen Mo�ert 
Anne Offner and James Moss
Amanda and Tony Piede 
Sarah and Jerome Pion 
Xiaoxiao Qiang 
Charis and Adam Ralko 
Audrey and Ma�hew Scherrer 
Rebecca Schwarzlose and Sabin 
   Dang 
Natalie Self and Stacy Clay 
Krista Seymour 
Cole Silverman 
Lara and Jason Snyder 
Stacie and Eric Sontag 
Kathleen Vincent 
Lauren and Nathan Williams 
Kathryn and Jeffery Yorg 
Carrie Ziolkowski and Susan 
   Schneider 

GENERAL DONATIONS ($10 - 
$59)
Holly and Clint Butler
Maggie McCoy and Corey 
   Wischmeyer
Phyllis Richter
Miren Westerhaus and Warren Clark



SCHOLARSHIP DONATIONS
Kelly Ainsworth and Gian Zazzaro
Lauren and Jus�n Barry 
Whitney Brandt and Kyle Kruke 
Andrew and Anne Brown
Carrie Dodson-Ching and ShiNung 
   Ching 
Margaret Easches and Beau Davenport 
Amy and Jeff Esco�  
Carol and Rick Feiner 
Limor Golan and George-Levi Gayle 
Patrick and Becky Hardin 
Alex and Lisa LaForest 
Rosie Lang and William Hildebrandt 
Alison and Kevin Lawson 
Kerith Lucco and Robert White 
Angela and Chris McManis 
Nathan Moore and Osamuede
    Osemwota 
Jean and Cristobal Morales 
Anne Offner and James Moss 

Gretchen and Adam Paxton 
Nirmol Philip and Shaun Hanson 
Lesley and Vijoy Rao 
Jikun Zha and Fang Wang
Leah Zueger and Jay Eversman 

CORPORATE MATCHING GIFTS
Benevity
Blackbaud Giving Fund
Booz Allen Hamilton
Edward Jones

CORPORATE & FOUNDATION 
SUPPORTERS
Cardinals Care
Circle of Concern
Blueprint4 – ClarkFox Founda�on
Boeing ECF STL
Happy2Give
Imo's Pizza
The Saigh Founda�on

SPECIAL GIFTS
Anonymous
Bev and Eric Berla
Laura Bryant
Margaret W. Cohen, Ph.D.
Bob Coulter
Laura and Christopher Falk
Katherine and Chris Jones
Sandy Kalin
Johnny & Carolyn Lo�
Eliot Prokop
Debbie Pyzyk
Linda Sher
Valerie & Terry Tolliver

SNAPPED! A few pics from Fall Learning Labs



Become a Member of GRC
Becoming a member of Gi�ed Resource Council will help us improve exis�ng programs, extend offerings and reach more 
children. You also receive benefits like priority registra�on, program discounts and free paren�ng classes. It’s quick, easy 
and tax-deduc�ble. Sign up by returning this form to the GRC Office or online at gi�edresourcecouncil.org/about-grc/
membership-form.

Wise Philanthropist ($1,000+)
   ▪  Priority registra�on for all programs
   ▪  FREE paren�ng classes ($160 value)
   ▪  FREE Learning Lab course
   ▪  $50 discount off a Summer Academy
   ▪  Learning Lab scholarship in your name at your 
         request
   ▪  Use of GRC library
   ▪  GRC logo lapel pin

Brilliant Benefactor ($500 - $999)
   ▪  Priority registra�on for all programs
   ▪  FREE paren�ng classes ($160 value)
   ▪  FREE Learning Lab course
   ▪  $50 discount off a Summer Academy
   ▪  Learning Lab scholarship in your name at your 
         request
   ▪  Use of GRC library

Talented Patron ($250 - $499)
   ▪  Priority registra�on for all programs
   ▪  FREE paren�ng classes ($160 value)
   ▪  $10 off two Learning Lab courses
   ▪  $50 discount off a Summer Academy
   ▪  Use of GRC library

Sharp Sponsor ($150 - $249)
   ▪  Priority registra�on for all programs
   ▪  FREE paren�ng classes ($160 value)
   ▪  $10 off two Learning Lab courses
   ▪  $25 discount off a Summer Academy
   ▪  Use of GRC library

Intelligent Friend ($100 - $149)
   ▪  Priority registra�on for all programs
   ▪  FREE paren�ng classes ($160 value)
   ▪  $10 off two Learning Lab courses
   ▪  Use of GRC library

Gi�ed Member ($60 - $99)
   ▪  Priority registra�on for all programs
   ▪  FREE paren�ng classes ($160 value)
   ▪  Use of GRC library

Imagina�ve Ins�tu�on ($100)
   ▪  For schools and other ins�tu�ons
   ▪  Recogni�on in newsle�ers and on website

Gi� amount:        � My employer       
       will match my gi�.

Name (as you wish your membership to be listed):           

Address:              

City, State, Zip:               

Email:               

Phone:               


